
By Crista Videriksen Worthy
Birders tend to notice things, like this little birdhouse my neigh-
bor Bill Junk noticed on the road to Pettit Lake. Henry Beston, 
who wrote the classic book The Outermost House, was a great 
observer of birds. He wrote: “…no one really knows a bird until 

-

-

will take no real alarm and 

of about 50 Canada geese. It 
was late in the afternoon and 
the sun glowed low in the sky. 
These geese must have just 
graduated from the Air Force 

of line. As their wings moved, the sun’s low angle highlighted 

sublime moment of understanding; one I shall never forget.

ahead, like NASCAR drivers, and thereby save a little energy. 
But as with most things in the natural world, reality is even more 

-

To Really Know Birds You Have to Watch Them Fly
rates, indicating that they were using less energy. But that’s not 
the whole story. Biomechanist Steven Portugal and colleagues at 

endangered large bird, the bald ibis. The birds once thrived across 
-

led the birds roughly on their 
natural migration from Salz-
burg, Austria, to southern Ita-

-
ted with lightweight high tech 
gadgets that used a GPS to log 

accelerometer to measure the 

bird’s wings. From analyzing 
30,000 wing beats from when 

-
mation, it was discovered that 

they needed less energy to 
stay aloft. 

-

to adjust their timing if the distance between them and the bird 
ahead changes—and they do so remarkably quickly. If the trail-

Bird house on the road to Pettit Lake  Photo by Bill Junk

Events Calendar on Page 4

The Golden Eagle 
 Newsletter of the Golden Eagle Audubon Society 

September/October, 2016

Continued on Page 6



2

The Golden Eagle  September-October 2016

It’s hard to believe that many birds are already headed on migration to their 

believe that fall has arrived, according to the birds at least. Even though many 
of us are out looking for migrants in our free time, the GEAS board is hard 

fun’ occasions. For instance, Amy Silver and the education committee are 

season, we will also offer a family-friendly Kids’ CBC in Boise and an event 
to make bird-friendly ornaments to feed birds in your yards this winter.

more on this in this newsletter, and I would like to  thank her for her tireless 

Liz Urban, President

President’s Message
By Liz Urban

GEAS CALENDAR                   September-October 2016

Field Trip: SIBA Elmore County September 10
Family Birding Walk September 11
Blacks Creek Bird Reserve workday September 23
Blacks Creek Bird Reserve workday September 24

Greenbelt Litter Patrol & Birding September 25

GEAS Monthly meeting September 27

Saturday Stroll, Greenbelt near Eagle October 1
Family Birding Walk October 8

GEAS Monthly meeting  October  25

Greenbelt Litter Patrol & Birding October 30

Field Trip: SIBA Elmore County September 10
Family Birding Walk September 11
Blacks Creek Bird Reserve workday September 23
Blacks Creek Bird Reserve workday September 24

Greenbelt Litter Patrol & Birding September 25

GEAS Monthly meeting September 27

Saturday Stroll, Greenbelt near Eagle October 1
Family Birding Walk October 8

GEAS Monthly meeting  October  25

Greenbelt Litter Patrol & Birding October 30

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Liz Urban, President    
urbanhawk137@gmail.com            629-2146  

ldboise@gmail.com
Sue Norton, Secretary
nortonsu@msn.com            378-4248
Lew Ulrey, Treasurer                                        
lulrey@cableone.net
Sean Finn, Past President
a.gentilis@gmail.com            371-2740
Michele Crist
mrcgoldeneagle@gmail.com

Megan Llewellyn                                        
m.rose.llewellyn@gmail.com  
Chris McClure                       
chrimcc@gmail.com 
Matt Podolsky                      
matthew@wildlensinc.org 

Linda Schueck                       
lschueck@msn.com 
Amy Silver                             
amysilver819@gmail.com 
Al Larson (Honorary) 
larson83703@msn.com             343-0959 
Levi Mohler (Honorary, Deceased)

COMMITTEES
Banquet: 
   Susan Hazelton, Sue Norton and Liz Urban              
Conservation:    
   Matt Podolsky        
Education: 
  Amy Silver              

Kristin Gnojewski,       kgnojewski@cableone.net

   Leah Dunn   ldboise@gmail.com
Program:  408-832-5400

Publicity:

   Niels S. Nokkentved                           377-3360

    Megan Llewellyn   m.rose.llewellyn@gmail.com         

   Rod Smith           859-3298

   Jennifer Robbins-Smith                                  859-3298

Grants and Awards
  Michele Crist  mrcgoldeneagle@gmail.com
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Banquet will be P. Dee Boersma, 

York Times. Boersma, who has 
a doctorate in zoology, holds 

in Conservation Science at the 

Boersma’s academic research is 
in the area of conservation biology 
and has focused on seabirds 
as indicators of environmental 
change. For 30 years, she has 

Conservation Society’s study of 

Tombo, Argentina, home of the 
world’s 
largest 
colony of 
Magellanic 

Boersma and 
her students 
follow the 
lives of 
individual 

monitor the 
colony, and 

data needed 

effective 

conservation efforts. In the 

Boersma received a 2009 
Heinz Foundation award for 
achievements leading toward 
a cleaner, greener, and more 
sustainable world; was awarded 

Zealand; and, in 2011, was named 
one of the Nature Conservancy’s 

the Ocean Conservation Award 

Long Beach, California.
Boersma, with colleague and 

is a thorough reference work on 

Chapter News

News from the Board: July and August

changed with the beginning of our 
new year.  Amy Silver is chairing 
the Education committee, Matt 
Podolsky is chairing the Conservation 
committee, and Michele Crist 
will chair our Grants & Awards 
Committee. 

The Board discussed how much 
funding the committees would receive 

Our semi-annual review and voting 

following grants this cycle:

The Idaho Botanical Gardens, 

requested funds to grow native 

restoration efforts at Blacks 

The Intermountain Bird 
Observatory requested funds to 

Center for Birds of Prey 

The Basin School District 

the Idaho Center for Outdoor 
Education in Idaho City by 

January board meeting.

P. Dee Boersma 

Great blue heron takes wing.   
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GEAS EVENTS for September and October 
Field trip information is subject to change. Please check

and Kristin Gnojewski at kgnojewski@cableone.net.

Field Trip Etiquette:

the driver of your ride gas money and arrive 10 minutes early.

Wednesday Morning Club, September-October
Time: 8:30 a.m.

Contact: Kathy Barker McCoy, cell 921-1340, home 384-1205

some great nature adventures. I like to grab some coffee, then 

the destination at the last minute based on weather conditions, 

of each month at the Foothills Learning Center for a bird talk 

-
son Park; Oct. 26 - Barber Pool (Ben’s Crow Inn).

Saturday, September 10

Time: 7:30 a.m. 

Creek Road to the Fall Creek area to look for forest birds. This 
will be a long day, and we will be traveling on narrow dirt and 
dusty roads. There will be some walking, but a lot of vehicle 

Sunday, September 11

Time: 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Americana Blvd., Boise

ducks and herons on the water, as well as songbirds in the brush. 

our Frequent Flyer Club where they earn rewards for birding. 

Friday, September 23 and Saturday, September 24
Blacks Creek Bird Reserve workday

Location: Blacks Creek Bird Reserve, Kuna-Mora Road (I-84 

-

info@goldeneagleaudubon.org.

Sunday, September 25

Time: 9 a.m.
Location: Park behind the St. Al’s Urgent Care at Bown Crossing 
and Parkcenter Ave.

 484-9132 

restrooms are available.

Tuesday, September 27 

-

and chair of the Conservation Committee.

Saturday, October 1  
Saturday Stroll! Boise Greenbelt near Eagle
Time: 9 a.m.

Sultana Dr. (see directions below)

number of water birds.  

at 9 a.m. and move out from there. To get there, travel west 

left or south (you cannot go right or north). Travel about a half 
mile south to where Ulmer turns right or west onto Sultana Dr.  
Travel west on Sultana Dr. for one quarter mile to where Sultana 

will end just short of Eagle Road. Before we start we will have to 
decide if we want to walk back, or if we want to take some cars 
to the west end to get us back. An advantage of walking back 

review what we found on the way out. My birding friend and I 

Continued next page
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Saturday, October 8

Time: 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
3451 E Barber 

eet near the restrooms. 

Flyer Club where they earn rewards for birding.

Tuesday, October 25
GEAS monthly meeting: New Roots Program. 

Program. The New Roots Program involves refugee students 

high school refugee students.

Sunday, October 30

Time: 9 a.m.
Location: Park behind the St. Al’s Urgent Care at Bown Crossing 
and Parkcenter Ave.

 484-9132.

restrooms are available.

Field Trip Report: Cascade Lake, August 9-12

can see birds all around the lake, but the best areas are along the 

swallows, yellowheaded blackbirds and western meadowlarks.

we watched several western grebes in the water just off shore; 

in the shade with my binoculars, I counted 53 grebes visible from 

motorized boats that otherwise terrorize the lake later in the day. 
On the way, we heard the unmistakable sound of sandhill cranes. 

the grass on a slight rise maybe forty yards away. They settled in 

Time was getting late, and the boaters would soon be on the 

beach.

Cascade Lake at the Sugarloaf unit of the Lake Cascade State 

three great blue herons, two sandhill cranes, and just then a 

GEAS Events continued

Sage International School, and Idaho Botanical Garden—

a restoration demonstration garden, conducting vegetation 

Bring a water bottle, work gloves and wear work 

Reserve.

can join us, or if you have questions.  

  GEAS plans Blacks Creek Bird Reserve workday
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much faster. It’s unknown whether the birds are hardwired for 

energy savings are being looked at by a variety of scientists and 
engineers. Birds still have much to teach us. And much for us to 
wonder at.

way for nearly half a mile until the road curved right and she 
veered left. That close encounter reminded me of a remarkable 

. If you haven’t seen it, buy it or 

have been seen all over the world and include organisms from 

have advanced the emergence of vegetation and the insects that 
feed on the vegetation. As a result, birds must also begin their 

much less abundant. 

long term studies monitor all levels of a system. Instead, many 

I was able to 
determine that 
small mammals 

item during the 

and small 

linear models I 

small mammal 
abundance and 
can therefore be 

start of the growing season, or the timing of vegetation green-

season has advanced by 26 days since 1992 only in agricultural 

American kestrels are nesting earlier because humans are 

will be most abundant! 

Continued from Page 1 Earlier nesting associated with climate change

4248 or at nortonsu@msn.com or Cathy Eells at 

Proceeds will go to GEAS and SIBA.
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Please join us for a half-day work day at Blacks Creek Bird Reserve! 

Activities will include: 
Habitat Restoration 
Vegetation Monitoring 
Fence Repairs and Upgrades 
Sign Upgrades 
Trash Removal 

Blacks Creek Bird 
Reserve

2016
Clean, Restore, Conserve

Friday, Sept 23 & Saturday Sept 24  – 9 am-1 pm 
Blacks Creek Bird Reserve, Kuna-Mora Road 

[I-84 East to Exit 64, then 2.8 mi south (right) on Kuna-Mora Road] 

Sponsored By: 

BRING GLOVES AND A WATER BOTTLE; WE WILL HAVE TOOLS, WATER & SNACKS 
PLEASE RSVP TO: INFO@GOLDENEAGLEAUDUBON.ORG 

 



The Golden Eagle Audubon Society is southwest Idaho’s chapter of the National Audubon Society. 

www.goldeneagleaudubon.org 

submissions is the second Sunday of the month.  

We invite you to join the Golden Eagle Audubon Chapter   

Name: _______________________________________________________________
E-Mail: ________________________________________   (allows for website login)
Address: _____________________________________________________________

Phone:__________________________

or pay by credit card on our website www.goldeneagleaudubon.org (click support GEAS). 

Chapter Code: C5ZG000Z

By Pam Conley

 our attorneys for the CuMo 
lawsuit, won a federal court decision in our ongoing battle to 

U.S. District Court Judge Edward J. Lodge ruled that the 

Idaho. 

without having accurate baseline data for (Sacajawea’s bitterroot) 

Lodge said. 

CuMo Mine Exploration Project Update

watershed.

Sacajawea’s bitterroot (


