
‘Bird By Bird’ Helps Start Citizen Science Project At Borah High
likely to see coming to the class’d birdfeeders, but Stone really 
ZDQWHG�WKHP�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�DQ�H[SDQGHG�VFLHQWL¿F�
SURFHVV�WKDW�LQFOXGHG�FROOHFWLQJ�VFLHQWL¿F�LQIRUPDWLRQ��DQDO\]LQJ�
that data, and drawing conclusions from their own results. With 
the help of the facilitators, we designed a bird point count and 
protocol for the kids to use along the canal near school grounds.

The facilitators presented the methods and the importance of 
research design to the students, and then helped them try it. The 

facilitators would 
come out once a 
week and help the 
students with bird 
LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�DQG�
answer questions 
about the project. 

The students 
performed counts 
over an eight-week 
period, and they 
collectively counted 
more than 1,300 birds 
of 35 species. They 
entered the data and 
picked a question to 
answer with it.  

Instead of a 
WUDGLWLRQDO�¿QDO�

H[DP��WKHVH�VWXGHQWV�ZHUH�WDVNHG�ZLWK�DQDO\]LQJ�GDWD��DQG�WKHQ�
ZHUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�SUHVHQW�WKHLU�¿QGLQJV�LQ�D�VFLHQWL¿F�SRVWHU��MXVW�
OLNH�UHDO�OLIH�VFLHQWL¿F�¿QGLQJ�SUHVHQWDWLRQV��7ZR�%RLVH�6WDWH�
University graduate students, Allie Anderson and Shawn Smith, 
presented their research posters to the students to show what 
kind of research is happening in the area and to illustrate some 
possible poster approaches.

The facilitators evaluated the student posters to see what the 
students had learned. It was great to see these students work 
WKURXJK�WKH�VFLHQWL¿F�SURFHVV��UHFRJQL]H�SDWWHUQV��DQG�IHHO�
ownership and pride in their own knowledge of birds. We hope 
WKDW�%RUDK�+LJK�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WKLV�SURMHFW�QH[W�\HDU��DV�WKLV�QHZ�
unique data set will only be more powerful with time.

To learn more please visit http://birdbybirdidaho.com. For 
more information on how to get involved please contact Meggan 
/D[DOW�0DFNH\��PDUJDUHWBOD[DOWBPDFNH\#IZV�JRY��RU�'HQL]�
Aygen (GHQL]�D\JHQ#LGIJ�LGDKR�JRY.) 
Liz Urban is a GEAS board member and Bird by Bird facilitator.

6WXGHQWV¶�%LUG�E\�%LUG�UHVHDUFK�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�SRVWHU�� � Photo by Liz Urban
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³%LUG�E\�%LUG´�LV�DQ�,GDKR�SURJUDP�WKDW�WHDFKHV�\RXWKV�IURP�
preschool through high school about birds and their habitats.

This program provides an opportunity for students to learn in 
outdoor environments about biology, ecology, and the complex 
interrelationships between wildlife, habitats and humans. It has 
RSHUDWHG�LQ�%RLVH�9DOOH\�VFKRROV�IRU�VL[�\HDUV��3URJUDP�SDUWQHUV�
include Idaho Department of Fish and Game’s Watchable 
:LOGOLIH�3URJUDP��
U.S. Fish and 
:LOGOLIH�6HUYLFH��
%XUHDX�RI�/DQG�
0DQDJHPHQW��:LOG�
%LUGV�8QOLPLWHG��
Land Trust of the 
7UHDVXUH�9DOOH\��
and your very 
own Golden Eagle 
Audubon Society.

The program 
connects interested 
teachers with “bird 
SUR´�IDFLOLWDWRUV�
to make monthly 
classroom visits, 
OHDG�¿HOG�WULSV��
bring live birds into 
the classroom and more. Another integral piece of the program 
provides participating classrooms with bird feeders, seed, 
ELQRFXODUV��¿HOG�JXLGHV�DQG�RWKHU�HGXFDWLRQDO�UHVRXUFHV��6WXGHQWV�
DUH�WKH�SULPDU\�FDUHWDNHUV�RI�WKH�ELUGV�DQG�FRQWULEXWH�WR�FLWL]HQ�
science throughout the year by observing birds and collecting 
GDWD��$IWHU�VL[�\HDUV��WKH�%LUG�%\�%LUG�SURJUDP�KDV�UHDFKHG�PRUH�
WKDQ�������FKLOGUHQ�LQ�DQG�DURXQG�WKH�7UHDVXUH�9DOOH\�

Largely because of the commitment of dedicated teachers, 
\HDUO\�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LV�HQVXUHG��7HDFKHUV�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�SRVLWLYH�
EHQH¿WV�WR�RXU�\RXWK��ZKR�ZLOO�JURZ�LQWR�WKH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�
conservation leaders, wildlife stewards and outdoor enthusiasts, 
and they are the backbone of the program.

.ULV�6WRQH�KDV�EHHQ�DQ�HQWKXVLDVWLF�%LUG�E\�%LUG�WHDFKHU�VLQFH�
WKH�SURJUDP�EHJDQ��6KH�WHDFKHV�ELRORJ\�DW�%RUDK�+LJK�6FKRRO�LQ�
%RLVH�WR�KXQGUHGV�RI�VWXGHQWV�D�\HDU�

7KLV�SDVW�\HDU��6WRQH�ZDQWHG�WR�FUHDWH�D�XQLTXH�FLWL]HQ�VFLHQFH�
SURMHFW�IRU�KHU�FODVVHV��)RXU�%LUG�E\�%LUG�IDFLOLWDWRUV�RIIHUHG�WR�
KHOS��-LOO�%DXP��7HUU\�5LFK��0DWW�6WXEHU�DQG�WKH�ZULWHU��6WRQH¶V�
VWXGHQWV�DOUHDG\�KDG�EHFRPH�³VSHFLHV�H[SHUWV´�RQ�ELUGV�WKH\�ZHUH�
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Greetings GEAS!

I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge three directors who are 
OHDYLQJ�WKH�%RDUG��3DP�&RQOH\��%DUE�)RUGHUKDVH�DQG�+HLGL�:DUH�

3DP�&RQOH\�KDV�EHHQ�LQVWUXPHQWDO�WR�WKH�ERDUG�IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV��6KH�VHUYHG�
on the board for nine years and as president for three of those years: May 
�����±�0D\�������6KH�DOVR�ZRUNV�KDUG�RUJDQL]LQJ�RXU�YROXQWHHUV��OHDGLQJ�
bird watching trips, representing GEAS at different events, leading the charge 
in bird conservation issues and managing our newsletter. She has done much 
IRU�*($6�DQG�ZH�WKDQN�KHU�IRU�DOO�RI�KHU�FRQWULEXWLRQV��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��3DP�ZLOO�
continue volunteering for GEAS in all of these capacities – lucky for us!

%DUE�)RUGHUKDVH�VHUYHG�RQ�WKH�ERDUG�IRU�WKHVH�SDVW�WKUHH�\HDUV��%DUE�
provided much support for GEAS by representing GEAS at different events, 
bringing raptors and owls into the classrooms to educate children and young 
adults and offering good suggestions in our long GEAS strategy sessions

+HLGL�:DUH�DOVR�VHUYHG�RQ�WKH�ERDUG�IRU�WKHVH�SDVW�WKUHH�\HDUV�DQG�SOD\HG�
YDOXDEOH�UROHV�DV�VHFUHWDU\�DQG�DOVR�FKDLU�RI�WKH�(GXFDWLRQ�&RPPLWWHH�WKLV�
SDVW�\HDU��+HLGL�DOVR�FUHDWHG�RXU�*($6�)DFHERRN�SDJH��ZKLFK�KDV�EHHQ�D�ELJ�
success, and we are thankful that she will continue to update our Facebook 
page for us. She also spent many hours volunteering at events and our annual 
banquet. She has led many family bird walks and birding trips up to Lucky 
3HDN��6KH�DOVR�SURYLGHG�YDOXDEOH�LQSXW�LQ�DOO�RI�RXU�VWUDWHJLF�SODQ�VHVVLRQV�
DQG�LQ�DOO�RI�RXU�ERDUG�GLVFXVVLRQV��+HLGL�SODQV�WR�YROXQWHHU�RQ�WKH�%DQTXHW�
&RPPLWWHH�DQG�WR�FRQWLQXH�YROXQWHHULQJ�OHDGLQJ�IDPLO\�ELUG�ZDONV�DQG�RWKHU�
ELUGLQJ�WULSV�XS�WR�/XFN\�3HDN��3OHDVH�JLYH�D�ELJ�WKDQN�\RX�WR�3DP��%DUE�DQG�
+HLGL�IRU�DOO�RI�WKHLU�FRQWULEXWLRQV��:H�ZLOO�PLVV�WKHLU�SUHVHQFH�RQ�WKH�ERDUG�

I would also like to give much gratitude to all of our members who 
participated in this past election. Four new directors will be serving on the 
ERDUG��0DULD�0LQLFXFFL��/LQGVD\�5H\QROGV��*HUULH�6DW]�DQG�/HZ�8OUH\��,�
know that they will have much to contribute to GEAS, and I am looking 
IRUZDUG�WR�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�WKHP��3OHDVH�JLYH�WKHP�D�ELJ�ZHOFRPH�WKH�QH[W�WLPH�
you see them.

0LFKHOH�&ULVW
3UHVLGHQW

President’s Message
%\�0LFKHOH�&ULVW %2$5'�2)�',5(&7256

0LFKHOH�&ULVW���3UHVLGHQW
mrcgoldeneagle@gmail.com            863-1918 
%UXFH�$FNHUPDQ��9LFH�3UHVLGHQW
backerman1@aol.com            342-0896
Sue Norton, Secretary
nortonsu@msn.com            378-4248
6X]DQQH�:RRGFRFN��7UHDVXUHU�
timberdoodle@cableone.net           387-0709 
Sean Finn, 
a_gentilis@hotmail.com            371-2740
-XOLH�+HDWK
julieheath@boisestate.edu 342-7531 
Lew Ulrey 
lulrey@cableone.net, 
/LQGVD\�5H\QROGV�
OLQ]\ELUG#JPDLO�FRP��
Maria Minicucci  
idmini@cableone.net, 
*HUULH�6DW]�
gerries@iranger.com.
Leah Dunn
ldboise@gmail.com
/L]�8UEDQ����
urbanhawk137@gmail.com            629-2146
7HUU\�5LFK������������������������������������������������������
DPSKLVSL]D#JPDLO�FRP
6WHYH�+DQVHU���������������������������������������������������
hanser.steve@gmail.com
$O�/DUVRQ��+RQRUDU\��
larson83703@msn.com             343-0959 
/HYL�0RKOHU��+RQRUDU\��'HFHDVHG��

&200,77((6
%DQTXHW��
���6XH�1RUWRQ��6XVDQ�+D]HOWRQ�����������������������
&RQVHUYDWLRQ�����
   Sean Finn                   a_gentilis@hotmail.com
Education: urbanhawk137@gmail.com
��/L]�8UEDQ�� � � ������������������
Field Trips:  
���3DP�&RQOH\� � � ������������������
Membership: 
���%UXFH�$FNHUPDQ��� � ������������������
   Susan Werner             342-0896
3URJUDP���� � � � ������
���%UXFH�$FNHUPDQ� � ����������342-0896
3XEOLFLW\�
   Leah Dunn         ldboise@gmail.com
Newsletter:                 sparre47@gmail.com
   Niels S. Nokkentved                           377-3360
9ROXQWHHU� &RRUGLQDWRU� � � � � � JHUULHV#LUDQJHU�FRP
*HUULH�6DW]�� � ����������� ����������
Website: 
���5RG�6PLWK�� � � � � � � � � � ��������
+LVWRULDQ��������������������WKUHHKDSS\FDPSHUV#KRWPDLO�FRP��
���-HQQLIHU�5REELQV�6PLWK������������������������������������������
Webmaster  geas@seeboise.com
��+DUROG�:DUG� � ������������������

GEAS CALENDAR                                 July-August 2014

Field Trip: Prairie Blue Bird Trail July 12
Family Birding Walk July 13
Field Trip: Avimor Bird Walk July 19
GEAS Monthly meeting July 22
Greenbelt Litter Patrol & Birding July 27
Event: Kokanee Outdoor Day August 9
Field Trip: Idaho Bird Observatory  August 16
Field Trip: Avimor Bird Walk  August  23
GEAS Monthly Meeting August 26
Field Trip: Idaho Bird Observatory August 30
Greenbelt Litter Patrol & Birding August 31
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We are running some of Hilda Larson’s 
past columns and selections from 
her columns in appreciation of the 
observations she wrote about over the 
years. We are going to begin running 
columns by some of our members also. If 
you would like to submit a column about 
birds or issues related to birding, please 
submit it to Niels Nokkentved, editor of 
the The Golden Eagle at sparre47@gmail.
com.
June 1996 
2Q�D�FROG��ZHW�GD\�LQ�0D\��$O�DQG�,�ZHUH�
monitoring the bluebird nest boxes at 
3UDLULH��1HDU�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�WUDLO�DQG�WKH�
day, Al found a nest covered with material 
that appeared to be what a rodent would 
use. According to Al’s records there 
should have been one- to two-day-old 
EOXHELUG�QHVWOLQJV�LQ�WKH�ER[��+H�UHPRYHG�
the nest and upon examining it discovered 
three tiny, cold bluebird babies under the 
new material. 

$W�¿UVW�WKH\�DSSHDUHG�GHDG��EXW�KH�
noticed a slight movement, so we turned 
the heater on in the truck and cuddled 
the naked little things in our hands. After 
a while they began to move a little and 
make feeble attempts at raising their heads 
a little for something to eat.

Since the parents had evidently 
abandoned them we sought out other 
VROXWLRQV��+DYLQJ�QR�ZD\�RI�IHHGLQJ�WKHP��
$O�ORRNHG�WKURXJK�KLV�UHFRUGV�WR�¿QG�D�
box with babies approximately the same 
age. Then we drove back several miles and 
SXW�WKHP�LQ�D�QHVW�DOUHDG\�ZHOO�¿OOHG�ZLWK�
baby mountain bluebirds and two eggs 
still to hatch. A pair of industrious parents 
waited nearby. 
2Q�WKH���th of May, Al returned to 

¿QG�D�QHVW�RI�EXVWOLQJ�ELUGV�WRR�\RXQJ�WR�
band, so he did not disturb them to get a 
FRXQW�RI�WKH�EHDNV���2Q�WKH��th of June we 
found eight healthy babies who now have 
LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�EDQGV�RQ�WKHLU�OHJV��2QH�HJJ�
did not hatch, or there would have been 

nine in a 4-inch 
by 5-inch space. 
0RPPD�DQG�3RSSD�
bluebird are to be 
commended.

June 2000
The bluebirds are doing well, with not as 
many casualties as last year.  Al has been 
kept busy traveling from one end of the 
area to the other. 

Several parties have gone out with him 
for the day and enjoyed themselves and 
learned about the birds. The children, 
especially, seem to learn about nature in 
D�QHZ�ZD\��3HUKDSV�ZH�KDYH�VRPH�IXWXUH�
ornithologists in the making. 

As Al approached one box, a weasel 
poked its head out instead of a bird. It 
was reluctant to leave, so Al took some 
photographs. The nest was not disturbed, 
and there was no sign of any remains of 
birds. We don’t know whether the weasel 
made meals of the birds or was just 
investigating.

There are quite a few people to thank for 
their volunteer efforts.  

7KDQN�\RX�WR�7HUU\�5LFK�IRU�KLV�
presentation on his trip to Namibia last 
year.
7KDQN�\RX�WR�WKH�%LUG�E\�%LUG�7HDP�

that made a presentation at our May board 
meeting.

We thank the following folks for 
OHDGLQJ�¿HOG�WULSV���$O�/DUVHQ�OHG�D�WULS�WR�

0RQWRXU�:0$�DQG�6DJHKHQ�5HVHUYRLU��
John Shortis and Gary Worthington led 
WULSV�DW�WKH�%RLVH�:DWHUVKHG�IRU�(DUWKGD\��
.DWK\�%DUNHU�0F&R\�IRU�KHU�:HGQHVGD\�
0RUQLQJ�&OXE��DQG�6FRWW�7XWKLOO�IRU�
WULSV�DW�WKH�&UDQH�&UHHN�*ROI�&RXUVH�RQ�
Monday mornings. If you’d like to lead 
a trip or have an idea for a trip, contact 
3DP�&RQOH\�DW��������������RU�SDPB
conley@q.com.

Thank you to the following bluebird 
lovers for driving Al around on the 
bluebird trails and helping him out: Jimmy 
<RUJHQVHQ��&DWK\�(HOOV��&KHU\O�+XL]LQJD��
0DWW�3RGROVN\��1HLO�3DSURFNL��/HWW\�
3HUFL¿HOG��-LP�+ROFRPE��'DYH�+D]HOWRQ��
1DQF\�0F&XOORXJK��3HJJ\�:LOOLDPV��/L]�
8UEDQ��%R\G�6WHHOH��.ULVWLQ�*QRMHZVNL�
DQG�3DP�&RQOH\��$V�\RX�FDQ�VHH�LW�WDNHV�
D�ORW�RI�IRONV�WR�NHHS�XS�ZLWK�WKH�%OXHELUG�
Man.

Volunteers are needed for the following 
events: 

Kokanee Days, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, August 9.

%OXHELUG�7UDLO�'ULYHUV�KHOSHUV�1HHGHG��
3DP�&RQOH\��WKH�%OXHELUG�'LVSDWFKHU��LV�
looking for volunteers to drive Al Larson 
around on his bluebird trails this season. A 

vehicle with good clearance is preferable. 
GEAS will reimburse you for your fuel 
costs or you can donate it to the cause. 
Drivers are needed one or two days a 
week, especially when the little bluebirds 
DUH�FORVH�WR�ÀHGJLQJ��&RQWDFW�3DP�DW�����
869-0337 or pam_conley@q.com and she 
will add you to her contact list. She will 
send out an email the week prior to line up 
drivers for the following week.

Thanks go to the following people 
for their work on the newsletter: Niels 
1RNNHQWYHG��-HVVLFD�3DVGHQ��$QQ�
6ZDQVRQ��6XVDQ�+D]HOWRQ��6X]DQQH�
Woodcock and Sue Norton.
2Q�0D\�����ZH�KDG�D�JURXS�RI�IRONV�

who helped out at the International 
0LJUDWRU\�%LUG�'D\�DW�WKH�0�.��1DWXUH�
&HQWHU��%UXFH�$FNHUPDQ��QHZ�PHPEHU�
5HQHH�0DKOHU��6XH�1RUWRQ��/L]�8UEDQ��
'LDQQH�0LOOHU��5/�5RZODQG��-HQQLIHU�
5RELQV�6PLWK�DQG�*HUULH�6DW]�

GEAS depends on all of its volunteers 
to accomplish its mission. Step up to the 
task of offering just a little time and effort 
to help us grow and meet our goals.

*HUULH�6DW]
9ROXQWHHU�&RRUGLQDWRU
208-473-2650

Volunteer News

Out the Kitchen WindOW
By Hilda Larson

Egret  Photo by Bob Ellis
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GEAS EVENTS  for  July and August 
Field trip information is subject to change. 3OHDVH�FKHFN
the website http://www.goldeneagleaudubon.org and go to the
&DOHQGDU�DQG�)LHOG�7ULSV�VHFWLRQ�IRU�WKH�ODWHVW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RU
FRQWDFW�3DP�&RQOH\�DW����������RU�SDPBFRQOH\#T�FRP

Field Trip Etiquette: We set up car pools to take as few cars as
SRVVLEOH��ZKLOH�PDNLQJ�VXUH�HYHU\RQH�KDV�D�ZLQGRZ��3OHDVH�JLYH
the driver of your ride gas money and arrive 10 minutes early.

IBO Hummingbird Banding Project
Dates: July 12, July 26, August 9, August 23
Time: About 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
/RFDWLRQ��,GDKR�&LW\�DUHD
&RQWDFW��-HVVLFD�3ROORFN���MHVVLFDSROORFN#ERLVHVWDWH�HGX�����
426-2225. To attend one of these hummingbird banding sessions 
please contact Jessica. Space is limited.  

Wednesday Morning Club – July & August 2014
Time: 8 a.m.
/RFDWLRQ��-DQMRX�3DWLVVHULH��EHVW�FURLVVDQWV�LQ�%RLVH��WKH�ROG�
Moxie Java in the strip mall northwest of State and 17th).
&RQWDFW��.DWK\�%DUNHU�0F&R\��K�����������F����������
:HGQHVGD\�0RUQLQJ�&OXE�FRQWLQXHV�LQWR�WKH�VXPPHU��&RPH�MRLQ�
XV�IRU�VRPH�JUHDW�QDWXUH�DGYHQWXUHV��&KHFN�RXU�RQOLQH�FDOHQGDU�
for dates and potential destinations.

Saturday, July 12
)LHOG�7ULS��3UDLULH�%OXHELUG�7UDLO
Time: 7:45 a.m.
/RFDWLRQ���%/0�2I¿FH�������'HYHORSPHQW�$YH���%RLVH
Trip Leader:  Al Larson  
&RQWDFW��3DP�&RQOH\�����������SDPBFRQOH\#4�FRP
0HHW�DW�WKH�%/0�SDUNLQJ�ORW�DW������D�P�WR�VHW�XS�FDUSRROV���$O�
ZLOO�VKDUH�ZLWK�XV�KLV�H[SHUWLVH�DQG�ORYH�IRU�WKH�%OXHELUGV�DORQJ�
KLV�WUDLO��7KLV�VKRXOG�DOVR�EH�D�JRRG�WLPH�IRU�¿QGLQJ�WKH�EREROLQNV�
QHDU�3UDLULH��9DULHG�KDELWDWV��EHDXWLIXO�VFHQHU\��DQG�PDQ\�RI�
,GDKR¶V�EUHHGLQJ�ELUGV�±�DOO�LQ�RQH�WULS��%ULQJ�OXQFK��ZDWHU��D�ODZQ�
FKDLU��IRU�OXQFK���DQG�VXQ�SURWHFWLRQ�IRU�DQ�DOO�GD\�WULS��5HVWURRPV�
DUH�DYDLODEOH�DW�:LOORZ�&UHHN�DQG�3UDLULH�

Sunday, July 13
)DPLO\�%LUGLQJ�:DON���(VSHFLDOO\�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�RU�WKH�FKLOG�LQ�\RX�
Time: 9 a.m.
/RFDWLRQ��.DWKU\Q�$OEHUWVRQ�3DUN�SDUNLQJ�ORW�������1��
$PHULFDQD�%OYG���%RLVH
&RQWDFW��3DP�&RQOH\�����������SDPBFRQOH\#T�FRP
We will walk the paved loop around the park looking for geese, 
ducks, and herons on the water, as well as songbirds in the brush. 
%ULQJ�WKH�ZKROH�IDPLO\��HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�\RXQJ�RQHV��:H�JR�RYHU�
WKH�EDVLFV�RI�XVLQJ�ELQRFXODUV��:H�KDYH�ELQRFXODUV�DQG�¿HOG�
guides you can borrow. Sign up the kids in our Frequent Flyer 
&OXE�ZKHUH�WKH\�HDUQ�UHZDUGV�IRU�ELUGLQJ��:H�¿QLVK�DW����D�P�

Saturday, July 19
$YLPRU�%LUG�:DON
Time: 8 a.m. - noon
/RFDWLRQ��0HHW�RQ�$YLPRU�'U�RII�+Z\����
&RQWDFW��5REHUW�0RUWHQVHQ��ELUGLQJLVIXQ#JPDLO�FRP
Walk through the hillsides surrounding the Avimor neighborhood.

Tuesday, July 22
*($6�0RQWKO\�PHHWLQJ��)UHG�%DVVHWW��+XPPLQJELUG�EDQGLQJ

Time:  7 p.m.
/RFDWLRQ��0�.��1DWXUH�&HQWHU������6�:DOQXW���%RLVH�
)UHG�%DVVHWW�LV�D�FHUWL¿HG�PDVWHU�ELUG�EDQGHU�ZKR�KDV�EHHQ�
UHVHDUFKLQJ�KXPPLQJELUGV�IRU�WZHQW\�\HDUV���+H�OLYHV�LQ�
0RQWJRPHU\��$ODEDPD��LQ�WKH�ZLQWHU��DQG�YLVLWV�%RLVH�LQ�WKH�
summer. During the winter, he studies hummingbirds in the 
Southeast states, and each summer he bands for three months 
in the Northwest, banding all along the way at numerous sites 
IURP�)ORULGD�WR�,GDKR��%DVVHWW�LV�WKH�SUHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�QRQ�SUR¿W�
RUJDQL]DWLRQ�+XPPLQJELUG�5HVHDUFK�,QF��+H�KDV�EDQGHG�PRUH�
WKDQ��������KXPPLQJELUGV��DQG�¿QGLQJV�IURP�KLV�UHVHDUFK�KDYH�
EHHQ�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�WKH�-RXUQDO�RI�)LHOG�2UQLWKRORJ\�DQG�RWKHU�
QDWLRQDO�SXEOLFDWLRQV��+H�ZLOO�SUHVHQW��KLV�UHVHDUFK�DERXW�WKH�IRXU�
species of hummingbirds that breed in Idaho and introduce other 
VSHFLHV�RI�KXPPLQJELUGV�WKDW�PD\�EH�VHHQ�LQ�WKH�VWDWH��+H�ZLOO�
also discuss his continuing research in other areas of the United 
6WDWHV��&RPH�OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�WKHVH�WLQ\��ORQJ�GLVWDQFH�PLJUDQWV�

Sunday, July 27
%RLVH�5LYHU�*UHHQEHOW�%LUG�:DWFKLQJ�	�/LWWHU�3DWURO
Time: 9 a.m. 
Location:  Meet in the Greenbelt parking lot behind the Tavern at 
%RZQ�&URVVLQJ��QHDU�HDVW�HQG�RI�3DUN�&HQWHU�%OYG��
&RQWDFW��3DP�&RQOH\�����������SDPBFRQOH\#T�FRP
:H�ZLOO�ZDON�GRZQULYHU�IURP�WKH�EULGJH�DW�%RZQ�&URVVLQJ��
birding as we go, and pick up litter on our way back. We usually 
¿QLVK�DURXQG�QRRQ��%ULQJ�JORYHV��ZDWHU��	�ELQRFV��1R�SXEOLF�
restrooms available.

Saturday, August 9
.RNDQHH�2XWGRRU�'D\
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
,GDKR�&LW\�5RDG�7ULS���*($6�ZLOO�KRVW�WKH�¿UVW�VWRS�RQ�WKH�URDG�
WULS�RQ�+Z\�����DW�PLOHSRVW�����7KHQ�ZRUN�\RXU�ZD\�WRZDUG�
,GDKR�&LW\�ZLWK�IXQ�DQG�LQWHUHVWLQJ�VWRSV�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\��&KHFN�
our on-line calendar at www.goldeneagleaudubon.org for info.

Saturday, August 16
,GDKR�%LUG�2EVHUYDWRU\
Time: 7:30 a.m.
/RFDWLRQ��0HHW�DW�+LOOWRS�&DIH�RQ�+Z\���
7ULS�/HDGHU��7%'
&RQWDFW���3DP�&RQOH\�����������SDPBFRQOH\#T�FRP
+DOI�GD\�WULS�WR�REVHUYH�PLJUDWLQJ�SDVVHULQHV�DQG�ZDWFK�WKH�
observatory staff mist netting and banding these small migrants. 
A four-wheel drive, high clearance vehicle is recommended 
WR�QDYLJDWH�WKH�URDG�WR�WKH�EDQGLQJ�VWDWLRQ�DW�/XFN\�3HDN��:H�
PHHW�DW�WKH�ROG�.RGLDN�*ULOO��+LOOWRS�&DIp��DQG�FDUSRRO�WR�WKH�
WRS��%H�VXUH�WR�EULQJ�VQDFNV�DQG�ZDWHU��'UHVV�IRU�ZLQG��VXQ��DQG�
FDSULFLRXV�ZHDWKHU��%H�VXUH�WR�EULQJ�D�OLWWOH�H[WUD�FDVK�WR�EX\�DQ�
,%2�WHH�VKLUW�RU�KDW�DQG�VXSSRUW�WKLV�JUHDW�SURMHFW�

Saturday, August 23
$YLPRU�%LUG�:DON
Time: 9 a.m. - noon
/RFDWLRQ��0HHW�RQ�$YLPRU�'U�RII�6WDWH�+LJKZD\����
&RQWDFW��5REHUW�0RUWHQVHQ��ELUGLQJLVIXQ#JPDLO�FRP
Walk through the hillsides surrounding the Avimor neighborhood.

Tuesday, August 26 
*($6�0RQWKO\�PHHWLQJ�6OLGH�6KRZ�RQ�%LUGLQJ�LQ�&XED��
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By Jay Carlisle
7KH�,GDKR�%LUG�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�3DUWQHUVKLS�LV�KRSLQJ�WKDW�PDQ\�
ELUGHUV�FDQ�KHOS�E\�H%LUGLQJ�WKHLU�VLJKWLQJV�RI�VRPH�VHOHFWHG�
VSHFLHV�IRU�ZKLFK�SDUWQHU�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�QHHG�DGGLWLRQDO�
distributional information.

We’ve drawn up a list of species that we could especially use 
continuing and additional data – some are quite rare or limited 
in distribution, such that we don’t expect many new registries. 
2WKHUV�DUH�PRUH�ZLGHVSUHDG�EXW�PRUH�FRPSOHWH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV�
GHVLUHG��3OHDVH�VHH�WKH�OLVW�EHORZ�DQG��DQ\RQH�VR�LQFOLQHG��UHSRUW�
VLJKWLQJV�RQ�H%LUG���,�NQRZ�PDQ\�DUH�DOUHDG\�GRLQJ�WKLV�VR�NXGRV�
and thanks!)

)RU�DQ\RQH�QRW�DOUHDG\�DQ�H%LUG�XVHU��,�KLJKO\�UHFRPPHQG�LW�
(there are many tutorials can be found on Google, but the H%LUG 
OLQN�LV�D�JRRG�VWDUW���2QH�DGGLWLRQDO�EHQH¿W�RI�H%LUG�LV�WKDW�LW�
allows data sharing with agencies such as Idaho Fish and Game, 
so once checklists have been submitted, they are accessible by 
Fish and Game and other partners. Still not convinced? The next 
best bet will be to report observations to Fish and Game by using 
the IFWIS online observation form to submit one-time sightings 
�KWWSV���¿VKDQGJDPH�LGDKR�JRY�VSHFLHV�QRGH�DGG�REVHUYDWLRQ��

For researchers who instead have entire data sets to submit, 

VWDUW�ZLWK�WKLV�VXPPDU\�SDJH��KWWSV���¿VKDQGJDPH�LGDKR�JRY��
ifwis/portal/blog/new-observations-and-survey-upload-form or 
WU\�FRQWDFWLQJ�WKH�,):,6�IRONV��³FRQWDFW�XV´�OLQN�DW�ERWWRP�RI�
page) with any questions.

+HUH¶V�WKH�VSHFLHV�OLVW�
�� +DUOHTXLQ�'XFN�
�� %ODFN�6ZLIW
�� %REROLQN���HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�VXVSHFWHG�EUHHGLQJ�DUHDV��OLNHO\�

late May to early July) 
�� %ODFN�5RV\�¿QFK
�� Upland Sandpiper (might be a slim chance given how rare 

this species has become but worth a real effort in historical 
³VWURQJKROGV´���
�� (VSHFLDOO\�9DOOH\�&RXQW\�LQ�5RXQG�9DOOH\��+LJK�9DOOH\�

DQG�WKH�'RQQHOO\�5RVHEHUU\�DUHD��
�� If anyone is going to search for this species, please 

OHW�PH�NQRZ�VR�,�FDQ�FRRUGLQDWH�NHHS�WUDFN�RI�HIIRUWV��
³QHJDWLYH�GDWD´��XQVXFFHVVIXO�VHDUFKHV��DUH�MXVW�DV�
important to know about. I can provide additional details 
about likely areas to search, and I suggest combining a 
search with some playback – likely best shot between 
late May and early July.

�� Spruce Grouse
�� 1LJKWMDUV��&RPPRQ�1LJKWKDZN�DQG�&RPPRQ�3RRUZLOO�

�� A few grassland species:
�� /RQJ�ELOOHG�&XUOHZ
�� 6KRUW�HDUHG�2ZO�
�� %XUURZLQJ�2ZO

�� A few pinyon/juniper/mountain mahogany species: 
�� Gray Flycatcher
�� 3LQ\RQ�-D\�
�� Juniper Titmouse 
�� %OXH�JUD\�*QDWFDWFKHU�
�� 9LUJLQLD¶V�:DUEOHU

For some of the species lower down on the list (more 
ZLGHVSUHDG�DQG�RU�IUHTXHQWO\�REVHUYHG���,�ZDQW�WR�HPSKDVL]H�
that we really are interested in any and all observations. I know 
VRPH�ELUGHUV�DUH�PRVW�H[FLWHG�DERXW��IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH�¿UVW�FXUOHZ�
RI�WKH�\HDU�EXW�PD\EH�OHVV�OLNHO\�WR�UHFRUG�RU�UHSRUW�WR�H%LUG�
all subsequent sightings (I admit that I sometimes fall into this 
category), but any observations of these species in Idaho will be 
useful to us.

Lastly, if this list looks daunting to anyone who is thinking: “I 
FDQ¶W�KHOS�ZLWK�DOO�RI�WKRVH�´�:RUU\�QRW��:H�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�WKH�
combined range of these species spans the full extent of Idaho 
but that only a subset occurs in most regions. Thus, we’re not 
asking anyone to take special trips on our account – just anyone 
seeing these species while they are out and about, we’d love it if 
they share. And anyone interested in taking additional outings in 
search of these species – go for it! Thanks for your interest and 
happy birding.

Jay Carlisle, Research Director, Intermountain Bird Observatory
Research Assistant Faculty, Department of Biological Sciences, 
Boise State University; Coordinator, Idaho Bird Conservation 
Partnership, IBCP on Facebook http://works.bepress.com/
jay_carlisle/

e-Birding Can Help Provide Data on Rare and Uncommon Birds

Time: 7 p.m.
/RFDWLRQ��0�.��1DWXUH�&HQWHU������6�:DOQXW���%RLVH�
3DW�:HEHU�DQG�&KHU\O�+XL]LQJD�ZLOO�JLYH�D�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RQ�WKHLU�
UHFHQW�DGYHQWXUH�WR�&XED�LQ�0DUFK������ZLWK����RWKHU�,GDKR�
ELUGHUV�VSRQVRUHG�E\�,QWHUPRXQWDLQ�%LUG�2EVHUYDWRU\��7KURXJK�
photos and stories, they will tell about the endemic bird species 
IRXQG�LQ�&XED�DQG�DERXW�&XEDQ�SHRSOH��WKHLU�KLVWRU\�DQG�FXOWXUH

Saturday, August 30
,GDKR�%LUG�2EVHUYDWRU\
Time: 7:30 a.m.
/RFDWLRQ��0HHW�DW�+LOOWRS�&DIH�RQ�+Z\���
7ULS�/HDGHU��7%'
&RQWDFW���3DP�&RQOH\�����������SDPBFRQOH\#T�FRP
+DOI�GD\�WULS�WR�REVHUYH�PLJUDWLQJ�SDVVHULQHV�DQG�ZDWFK�WKH�
observatory staff mist netting and banding these small migrants. 
A four-wheel-drive, high-clearance vehicle is recommended 
WR�QDYLJDWH�WKH�URDG�WR�WKH�EDQGLQJ�VWDWLRQ�DW�/XFN\�3HDN��:H�
PHHW�DW�WKH�ROG�.RGLDN�*ULOO��+LOOWRS�&DIp��DQG�FDUSRRO�WR�WKH�
WRS���%H�VXUH�WR�EULQJ�VQDFNV�DQG�ZDWHU��'UHVV�IRU�ZLQG��VXQ��DQG�
FDSULFLRXV�ZHDWKHU��%H�VXUH�WR�EULQJ�D�OLWWOH�H[WUD�FDVK�WR�EX\�DQ�
,%2�WHH�VKLUW�RU�KDW�DQG�VXSSRUW�WKLV�JUHDW�SURMHFW�

Sunday, August 31
%RLVH�5LYHU�*UHHQEHOW�%LUG�:DWFKLQJ�	�/LWWHU�3DWURO
Time: 9 a.m. 
Location: Meet in the Greenbelt parking lot behind the Tavern at 
%RZQ�&URVVLQJ��QHDU�HDVW�HQG�RI�3DUN�&HQWHU�%OYG��
&RQWDFW��3DP�&RQOH\�����������SDPBFRQOH\#T�FRP
:H�ZLOO�ZDON�GRZQULYHU�IURP�WKH�EULGJH�DW�%RZQ�&URVVLQJ��
birding as we go, and pick up litter on our way back. We usually 
¿QLVK�DURXQG�QRRQ��%ULQJ�JORYHV��ZDWHU�	�ELQRFV��1R�SXEOLF�
restrooms available.

Field Trips, Continued
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GEAS is grateful to the following 
businesses and individuals who donated 
goods and services to the 2014 banquet 
and auction. 

Deb Abbott
%UXFH�$FNHUPDQ
$ODYLWD�,WDOLDQ�5HVWDXUDQW
6KHOOH\�	�7LFN�$[WHOO
6SLNH�%DNHU
%HWV\�%DOFK
%DVTXH�0DUNHW
6DQG\�%HHEH
%LUG�+RXVH�	�+DELWDW
%OHXELUG�&DIp
%RLVH�&RRS�:LQH�6KRS
%UDQGWDVWLF�6RLO
%URQ]H�$QWOHU
%REELH�%XFKDQDQ
6XVDQ�&DOGZHOO
&DURO�&DVOHU
&HQWUDO�9DOOH\�-RLQW�9HQWXUH
6XVDQ�&KDORXSND
&KRFRODW�%DU
'RQ�&ODUN
3DP�&RQOH\
-LOO�&RRSHU
(ULFD�&UDLJ
0LFKHOH�&ULVW
$QQ�'H%ROW
'RZQWRZQ�+RXQG
Deb Eisinger

Sean Finn
%DUEDUD�)RUGHUKDVH
Fred Meyer
*UHDW�%DVLQ�%LUG�2EVHUYDWRU\
Grey Fox Studio
&KDUORWWH�*XQQ
6WHYH�+DQVHU
9DQHVVD�+DQVHU
/HVOLH�+DUULVRQ
'DYH�	�6XVDQ�+D]HOWRQ
-XOLH�+HDWK
0LFKHOOH�+HFNPDQ
'DQHWWH�+HQGHUVRQ
,GDKR�%LUG�2EVHUYDWRU\
,GDKR�3XEOLF�79
Idaho Shakespeare Festival
Intermountain Gas
Susan Lowman Thomas
Kay Magee
7HUU\�	�/RXLVH�0DOH\
-HVVLFD�0F&DEH
7RP�0F&DEH
1DQF\�0F&XOORXJK
0DWW�	�.DWK\�0F&R\
5RELQ�0LOOHU
Maria Minicucci
&O\GH�0RUJDQ
Mike Morrison
1DLOV�E\�3-
&RUOLVV�1HXEHU
Sue Norton

Donors of Goods and Services to the 2014 Banquet and Auction

$V�RI���0D\������WKH�$GD�&R��/DQG¿OO�
QRZ�KDV�D�³%LUGZDWFKHU´�WLFNHW�WKDW�DOORZV��
IUHH�HQWU\�LQWR�WKH�ODQG¿OO�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�
RI�³ELUGLQJ�RQO\�´�

Just tell the friendly folks at the entry/
weigh-in kiosk that you are there for 
birdwatching and are bringing no trash. 
They may or may not ask, anyway, if you 
are bringing anything in, but they will 
FKHFN�\RX��LW�LV�WKHLU�MRE��<RX�ZLOO�WKHQ�EH�
LVVXHG�D�WLFNHW�ZLWK�³%LUGZDWFKHU´�SULQWHG�
on it. Don’t lose it, you’ll need it to leave. 

There is a barcode on the ticket and a 
reader on the the exit scale that will allow 
the ticket holder through. Upon driving off 
the scale, turn the ticket in at the kiosk, the 
last gate will be raised and you’re off.
7KH�IRONV�WKDW�PDQDJH�WKH�ODQG¿OO�DUH�

ELUGHU�IULHQGO\�DQG�WKLV�IUHH�³%LUGZDWFKHU´�
entry ticket is a privilege that can be taken 
DZD\�LI�DEXVHG��3OHDVH�SOD\�QLFHO\�
7KDQN�<RX�DQG�*RRG�%LUGLQJ��5/�
5RZODQG

Good news for birders

'HE�3DUOLPDQ
3DWDJRQLD�&DVLWDV
3D\HWWH�%UHZLQJ�&RPSDQ\
(VWHOOH�	�)UDQN�3HDN
0LNH�	�%UHQGD�3XFKDOVNL
5HG�/LRQ�'RZQWRZQHU
5(,
7HUU\�5LFK
/DUU\�5LGHQKRXU
%U\FH�5RELQVRQ
5RFN\�0RXQWDLQ�%LUG�2EVHUYDWRU\
'RXJ�5RVH
-DQ�5XVK
Alexander Sapiens
*HUULH�6DW]
0DU\�6FKR¿HOG
David Scott
%HVVLH�6NLQQHU
6ROXWLRQV�IRU�%LUG�&RQVHUYDWLRQ
Southwest Airlines
6XQ�9DOOH\�5HVRUWV
Ann Swanson
The Flicks
7KH�3HUHJULQH�)XQG
Lew Ulrey
/L]�8UEDQ
+HLGL�:DUH
:LOG�%LUGV�8QOLPLWHG
6X]DQQH�:RRGFRFN
3RR�:ULJKW�3XOOLDP
Andrea Zollweg

Eared grebes  Photo by Bob Ellis
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By Crista Videriksen
In early 2013, a study concluded that cats 
kill an estimated 1.4 to 3.7 billion birds, 
and 6.9 to 20.7 billion mammals each year 
within the continental U.S. 
3XEOLVKHG�LQ�1DWXUH��WKH�¿QGLQJV�DUH�

part of a three-year effort to estimate 
the number of birds killed by predators, 
chemicals and in collisions with wind 
generators and windows, conducted by 
WKH�8�6��)LVK�	�:LOGOLIH�6HUYLFH�DQG�WKH�
6PLWKVRQLDQ¶V�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�%LRORJ\�
Institute. While it’s true that feral or 
³XQRZQHG´�FDWV�NLOO�WKH�PRVW��SHW�FDWV�DUH�
UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�D�VL]DEOH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�WKH�
WROO��&DWV�ZLOO�KXQW�HYHQ�ZKHQ�QRW�KXQJU\��
LW¶V�VLPSO\�ZKDW�WKH\�GR��&DWV�KDYH�
become, in ecological terms, an invasive 
VSHFLHV��DQG�SHW�FDWV�DUH�VXEVLGL]HG�
hunters. These statistics should concern 
any bird lover.
%XW�WKH�FRQFHUQ�JRHV�IXUWKHU��OLNH�PDQ\�

bird enthusiasts, I also happen to love 
cats. And letting a cat roam outdoors is 
generally bad for the cat. 
2XWGRRU�FDWV�DUH�VXEMHFWHG�WR�
death and disease. They can 
be hit by vehicles, killed by 
coyotes or dogs, attacked by 
other cats – which often results 
in an abscess – harassed by 
people or get lost. That is why 
WKH�+XPDQH�6RFLHW\�VD\V�WKH�
average outdoor cat lives three 
to four years. Sure, there are 
H[FHSWLRQV��%XW�WKH�VWDWLVWLFV�
overwhelmingly show that letting a cat 
out is likely to drastically shorten its life. 
Statistics are available from the Idaho 
+XPDQ�6RFLHW\�

In 1981, I worked as a veterinary 
assistant and was given a kitten by a 
FOLHQW��+DYLQJ�VHHQ�D�SDUDGH�RI�FDWV�ZLWK�
injuries from cars and other cats, I was not 
DERXW�WR�OHW�P\�VZHHW�NLWWHQ�RXW��³%XQV´�
stayed inside, got more love and attention 
than you can imagine and lived to be 
almost 19 years old.

Letting a cat out is also not very 
neighborly. Dogs are easily contained 
within fenced yards, but not cats. They 
simply hop fences and proceed into 
neighbor’s yards, where they often dig 
up gardens and leave dead animals. Most 
people would never allow their dog to 
roam in their neighbor’s yard, but they 
don’t think that way about a cat. Some 
cat owners don’t want to maintain a litter 

Catowners Can Make a Difference: Keep Those Felines Indoors
box in their house, so they let their cat 
out to do its business, never considering 
WKDW�³EXVLQHVV´�LV�EHLQJ�IRLVWHG�XSRQ�WKHLU�
neighbors. While it’s true we don’t have 
D�OHDVK�ODZ�IRU�FDWV��LQ�$GD�&RXQW\�DQG�
most others, any domestic animal that 
enters another person’s property is legally 
trespassing and can legally be brought to 
an animal shelter.
:KHUH�,�OLYH�LQ�+LGGHQ�6SULQJV��RXU�

town manager sent a letter to all residents 
every year, asking them to keep pet cats 
inside for the health of the cats and to 
protect the abundant wildlife around the 
neighborhood. Still, I noticed collared pet 
cats wandering daily. 

Last year one of them began hunting 
in my yard and was soon killing a bird 
almost every day and leaving it for me 
to clean up. I tried chasing him off. I 
bought cat repellant for the yard. Next, I 
picked him up, called the phone number 
on his collar and left polite and complete 
messages for his owners with my name 

and contact info. I left notes 
on their door. Still, every day 
the cat returned, and I got no 
response from the owners. 

The town manager issued 
a violation. Still no response. 
,¶G�¿QG�D�GHDG�TXDLO�RQ�WKH�
lawn covered in hornets 
and have to wait until after 
dark to clean it up. Finally 
,�FRQWDFWHG�WKH�+XPDQH�
Society to see if they had 

any suggestions. They urged me to bring 
the cat in. I left another note for the 
owners. Still no response. 

Finally, after months of no responses, I 
picked up the friendly cat, and we made 
the drive with him purring in the car the 
whole way. I handed him over, along with 
complete contact info for his owners and 
P\VHOI��%HIRUH�,�OHIW�,�FKHFNHG�RQ�KLP�DV�
he lay peacefully in a cage. I made sure 
that if the owners didn’t come and pick 
him up, that I would be contacted. I didn’t 
want him harmed. The owners did pick 
KLP�XS�EXW�QRW�EHIRUH�KDYLQJ�WR�SD\�D�¿QH��
KDYH�KLP�YDFFLQDWHG��DQG�¿QDOO\�KHDU�IURP�
WKH�+XPDQH�6RFLHW\��ZK\�LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�
for all cat owners to take responsibility for 
their pets. Since it is almost impossible 
to contain a cat within a yard, it’s best to 
keep it inside.

I felt bad, but I had tried for months 
to get the owners to act on their own. 

The town manager was supportive, and 
we sent out more letters to residents, 
explaining the wildlife-killing issues, the 
cat-health issues, the legal issues, and 
the neighborliness issues. And you know 
what? It worked. Since last summer, I 
have seen exactly one wandering cat. 
This neighborhood has always been very 
conscientious about dogs. I believe most 
of our cat owners simply hadn’t really 
thought about these issues with regard to 
WKHLU�FDWV��2QFH�LW�ZDV�SRLQWHG�RXW�WR�WKHP��
that’s what they did – think. The people 
here care about wildlife. They value 
open space. Many of them have National 
:LOGOLIH�)HGHUDWLRQ�³&HUWL¿HG�%DFN\DUG�
+DELWDW´�VLJQV�RQ�WKHLU�IURQW�ODZQV�

Encouraged by this success, I wrote an 
op-ed on the subject of outdoor cats for 
D�VPDOO�QDWLRQDO�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�PDJD]LQH��
Many of the initial comments from cat 
lovers chastised me, but in the months 
that followed I received many more 
comments from people who agreed that 
cats belong indoors. A few months later 
I saw another op-ed on the subject in 
WKH�1HZ�<RUN�7LPHV�6XQGD\�0DJD]LQH��
Even more encouragingly, almost all the 
comments on that op-ed were positive. As 
the Times writer said, I believe we are on 
the verge of bringing a new awareness of 
this subject. Someday soon, maybe letting 
your cat out will be looked upon the way 
we now look at letting your dog poop on 
someone’s lawn without cleaning it up, 
RU�VPRNLQJ�LQ�VRPHRQH¶V�RI¿FH�ZLWKRXW�
asking.

The National Wildlife Federation, 
Audubon Society and other conservation 
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�HQFRXUDJH�DOO�$PHULFDQV�WR�
provide food, water and shelter to birds 
and other wildlife. Even people with small 
yards or just a window box can make 
D�GLIIHUHQFH��&OLPDWH�FKDQJH��KDELWDW�
destruction, toxic chemicals, high-rise 
buildings, and many other human-caused 
HYHQWV�KDYH�PDGH�VXUYLYDO�GLI¿FXOW�IRU�
many species. They need all the help they 
can get.

Most people don’t allow their dogs 
loose to poop or cause trouble in their 
neighbor’s yard, or get lost, injured, or 
killed by a car. What’s the difference 
with a cat? It’s time to start taking 
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�DOO�RXU�SHWV��2QH�SHUVRQ�
alone can’t solve the problem of feral cats, 
but they alone can solve the problem of 
their cat.
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'HDU�&RPPLVVLRQHUV�

We write this letter in strong opposition to 
WKH�UH]RQLQJ�RI�WKLV�SDUFHO�IURP�UHVLGHQWLDO�
WR�FRPPHUFLDO�DQG�WKH�&RQGLWLRQDO�8VH�
3HUPLW�IRU�D�6SRUWLQJ�&OD\�6KRRWLQJ�
5DQJH�DW������(DVW�.XQD�0RUD�5RDG�
�3DUFHO����6������������)LOH�1XPEHU��
����������&8�063����7KH�ORFDWLRQ�
of the proposed range is completely 
inappropriate as it sits in between 
two residences and abuts a nationally 
UHFRJQL]HG�ELUG�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�DUHD�WKDW�
$GD�&RXQW\�KDV�UHFRPPHQGHG�DV�D�
regional park/preserve. Moreover, the 
0DVWHU�6LWH�3ODQ�$SSOLFDWLRQ�VXEPLWWHG�
E\�%ULJJV�(QJLQHHULQJ��,QF��QHJOHFWV�WR�
even mention the most serious impact the 
SURSRVHG�6KRRWLQJ�5DQJH�FRXOG�KDYH�WR�
the area – the addition of unlimited and 
unaccountable amounts of lead into public 
waters.
7KH�¿UVW�DQG�IRUHPRVW�FRQFHUQ�DERXW�

the location applied for is safety.  The 
neighbors on both sides of the proposed 
range are highly concerned about their 
VDIHW\�DQG�ZHOO�EHLQJ���,�UHFRJQL]H�
WKDW�%ULJJV�(QJLQHHULQJ��,QF��DQG�WKHLU�
FOLHQW��35*:�DQG�$VVRFLDWHV�//&��KDYH�
expressed in addendums to the Master Site 
3ODQ�D�VDIHW\�SURFHVV�LQWHQGHG�WR�PLQLPL]H�
the risk of a mishap.  Yet we also know 
WKDW�¿UHDUP�DFFLGHQWV�KDSSHQ�DOO�WRR�
often, and that often, those accidents and 
PLVWDNHV�FDQQRW�EH�WDNHQ�EDFN���3HUPLWWLQJ�
this range between two long-standing, full 
time residences will egregiously impact 
the lives of those families.  They won’t 
be able to leave their own house during 
daylight hours except under the fear 
DQG�DQJVW�JHQHUDWHG�E\�5DQJH�VWDII�DQG�
patrons. Just imagine such a facility going 
in next door to your house.  The constant 
QRLVH�RI�JXQ¿UH�ZRXOG�EH�\RXU�OHDVW�
concern – you’d be worried that you, your 
family, pets, or livestock could be struck 
by stray lead at any moment.

The permit attempts to justify this 
location by citing the two shooting 
UDQJHV�RQ�.XQD�0RUD�5RDG��LQDFFXUDWHO\�
UHIHUHQFHG�DV�³VHYHUDO´����<HW�WKRVH�UDQJHV�
are positioned and situated to control the 
GRZQUDQJH�ULVN���7KH�%ODFNV�&UHHN�3XEOLF�
6KRRWLQJ�5DQJH�LV�QR�FORVHU�WKDQ�����
yards from the nearest property boundary.  
All shooting is highly controlled and 
occurs in the opposite direction from 
DQ\�UHVLGHQFHV���7KH�%RLVH�*XQ�&OXE¶V�
nearest residential neighbor is about 550 

yards away from the range where, again, 
shooting is highly managed and directed 
away from housing.  At the proposed 
6SRUWLQJ�&OD\�5DQJH������RI�WKH�3KDVH�
1 development is closer than 250 yards 
to a neighboring house and, according to 
WKH�3ODQ�DGGHQGXP��³WKH�FRXUVH�GHVLJQHU�
LV�QRW�OLPLWHG�E\�«�DQJOH�RU�GLVWDQFH�´�
and the “targets … introduce illusion of 
VSHHG�DQG�GLVWDQFH�´��$OO�WKLV�VXJJHVWV�D�
tight shooting space with less control of 
the targets.  It’s inappropriate for the close 
proximity of houses.

The proposed sporting range abuts 
%ODFNV�&UHHN�%LUG�5HVHUYH��D�QDWLRQDOO\�
UHFRJQL]HG�,PSRUWDQW�%LUG�$UHD�DV�
LGHQWL¿HG�E\�,GDKR�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�)LVK�
and Game (IDFG) and National Audubon 
Society (http://web4.audubon.org/bird/
LED�����7KH�5HVHUYH�LV�KRPH�WR�RYHU�����
ELUG�VSHFLHV�\HDU�DURXQG�����VSHFLHV�
�&ODUN¶V�JUHEH��JUHDWHU�VFDXS��QRUWKHUQ�
pintail, snowy plover, American golden-
plover, long-billed curlew, Swainson’s 
hawk, short-eared owl, loggerhead shrike, 
ODUN�VSDUURZ��KRUQHG�ODUN��%UHZHU¶V�
sparrow, and sage sparrow) are Species 
RI�*UHDWHVW�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�1HHG�DFFRUGLQJ�
WR�,')*��5HJXODU�GLVFKDUJH�RI�VKRWJXQV�
– especially during the bird hunting “off-
VHDVRQ´��ZKHQ�WKH�SURSRVDO�LQGLFDWHV�
use will be highest – will disturb these 
birds, potentially even discouraging them 
from breeding. This is unacceptable and 
might be construed as in violation of the 
0LJUDWRU\�%LUG�7UHDW\�$FW�DV�LW�VHUYHV�
as a form of harassment.  Furthermore, 
WKH�$GD�&RXQW\�2SHQ�6SDFH�7DVN�)RUFH�
(http://www.idahosmartgrowth.org/
LPDJHV�XSORDGV�¿OHV�RVWIBUHSRUWBY�B���
�����B¿QDO�SGI��LGHQWL¿HG�%ODFNV�&UHHN�
5HVHUYRLU�DV�D�³-HZHO�LQ�WKH�'HVHUW´�
WKDW��³FRXOG�SURYLGH�SXEOLF�UHFUHDWLRQ´�
(page 30) and should be designated a, 
³UHJLRQDO�RSHQ�VSDFH�SDUN�SUHVHUYH´�
�SDJH������&RQVLGHULQJ�WKDW�FRXQW\��VWDWH��
DQG�QDWLRQDO�HQWLWLHV�GHVLJQDWH�%ODFNV�
&UHHN�5HVHUYRLU�DV�VRPHWKLQJ�VSHFLDO��
surely there are much better locations for 
D�6SRUWLQJ�&OD\�5DQJH�LQ�WKH�7UHDVXUH�
9DOOH\�DQG�DORQJ�.XQD�0RUD�5RDG�

Finally, the proposal makes no 
consideration of the fate of discharged 
lead shot resulting from target shooting.  
3UREOHPV�ZLWK�OHDG�WR[LFLW\�DUH�ZHOO�
documented in terms of human health 
and the potential to impact water quality 
(http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/

massdep/toxics/sources/lead-shot-harmful-
HIIHFWV�KWPO����3UHVXPDEO\�D�SRUWLRQ�RI�
WKH�VKRW�ZLOO�WDNH�SODFH�RYHU�%ODFNV�&UHHN�
canyon which, at the discretion of the 
3OHDVDQW�9DOOH\�,UULJDWLRQ�'LVWULFW��GHOLYHUV�
water to downstream users.  Lead reacts 
more readily and becomes more mobile 
under alkaline conditions like the soils 
LQ�WKDW�DUHD���6R�35*:�DQG�$VVRFLDWHV�
//&�DQG�%ULJJV�(QJLQHHULQJ��,QF��DUH�
proposing to concentrate a toxic substance 
onto volatile soils and adjacent to surface 
water being delivered to downstream 
users.  The whole concept is a non-starter 
and should not be approved by the Ada 
&RXQW\�3ODQQLQJ�	�=RQLQJ�&RPPLVVLRQ�

We oppose granting this change in 
]RQLQJ�DQG�WKH�SHUPLW�EDVHG�RQ�FRQFHUQV�
about human safety, protecting open space, 
wildlife protection, human health, and 
SODLQ�ROG�ORJLF���3DUFHO����6�����������
is not the right place for a shotgun 
UDQJH���3OHDVH�GR�WKH�ULJKW�WKLQJ�DQG�GHQ\�
&RQGLWLRQDO�8VH�3HUPLW�����������&8�

Thank you, Golden Eagle Audubon 
Society  

(Ada County Planning and Zoning is 
considering a proposed clay shooting 
range near Blacks Creek. GEAS 
members are urged to send a letter to 
the Commission or attend the Planning 
and Zoning hearing at 6 p.m. July 10, at 
200 W. Front St, Boise in room 1235. For 
questions contact Sean Finn at a.gentilis@
gmail.com.

%RDUG��2I¿FHU�(OHFWLRQ�5HVXOWV�
GEAS welcomes the newly elected 
PHPEHUV�WR�WKH�%RDUG�RI�'LUHFWRUV�
�� Maria Minicucci 
�� /LQGVD\�5H\QROGV�
�� *HUULH�6DW]
�� Lew Ulrey 
We look forward to working together 
to continue moving GEAS forward, 
as it wouldn’t be possible without the 
FRPPLWPHQW�RI�RXU�YROXQWHHU�RI¿FHUV��
board members and committee 
members.

2I¿FHUV�DUH�
�� 0LFKHOH�&ULVW���SUHVLGHQW�
�� %UXFH�$FNHUPDQ��YLFH�SUHVLGHQW�
�� 6X]DQQH�:RRGFRFN��WUHDVXUHU�
�� Sue Norton, secretary.   

A Letter to the Ada County Planning & Zoning Commission
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3�2��%R[������%RLVH��,'��������ZZZ�JROGHQHDJOHDXGXERQ�RUJ

Small Grants Available from Golden Eagle Audubon Society

Starting in 2014, Golden Eagle Audubon Society (GEAS) will begin accepting applications for 
VPDOO�JUDQWV���*UDQWV�WR�LQGLYLGXDOV�RU�QRQSUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�ZLOO�EH�DZDUGHG�IRU��SURMHFWV�WKDW�
GLUHFWO\�EHQH¿W�ZLOGOLIH�RU�WKHLU�KDELWDWV�LQ�,GDKR��RU�FRQVLVW�RI�ELUG�UHODWHG�HGXFDWLRQDO�JRDOV���
We highly encourage projects that focus on non-game species, but will consider game species 
applications.  

7KLV�GRFXPHQW�VHUYHV�DV�QRWLFH�RI�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�IXQGV�IRU�WKH�����������¿VFDO�\HDU���,Q�IROORZLQJ�
years, the announcement of funds will be available on the GEAS website in early July, and in our 
July/August and January/February newsletters.  

Grant applications may be submitted at any time, but proposals will generally be reviewed 
7:,&(�D�\HDU��7KH�*($6�*UDQWV�DQG�$ZDUGV�&RPPLWWHH�ZLOO�UHYLHZ�DOO�DSSOLFDWLRQV��DQG�
¿QDO�GHFLVLRQV�ZLOO�EH�YRWHG�RQ�E\�WKH�%RDUG�DW�HLWKHU�WKH�-DQXDU\�RU�-XO\�ERDUG�PHHWLQJV���)RU�
proposals to be considered for the next review period, applications must be received at least 30 
GD\V�SULRU�WR�WKH�QH[W�%RDUG�PHHWLQJ�DW�ZKLFK�YRWLQJ�RQ�JUDQWV�LV�VFKHGXOHG��'HFHPEHU�DQG�-XQH����
&DQGLGDWHV�PD\�EH�FRQWDFWHG�E\�WKH�FRPPLWWHH�LQ�WKH�LQWHULP�IRU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ���3URSRVDOV�
will be scored based on a rubric (which will be available on the website shortly).

3URSRVDOV�VKRXOG�IROORZ�WKHVH�JXLGHOLQHV�
�� %HFDXVH�RI�OLPLWHG�UHVRXUFHV��WKH�%RDUG�DQWLFLSDWHV�DZDUGLQJ�PXOWLSOH�JUDQWV�JHQHUDOO\�OHVV�

than $500.
�� Applications should follow the form provided by GEAS (found at www.

goldeneagleaudubon.org), with the entire proposal being a maximum of two pages.  
�� In addition to the grant proposal, candidates should submit a letter of reference regarding 

your ability to complete the stated project.
�� Successful applicants must agree to submit a report on the status of the project and how 

the funds were used within 1 year of receiving funds. 

3URSRVDOV�PXVW�EH�VXEPLWWHG�E\�HPDLO�WR�WKH�*UDQW�DQG�$ZDUGV�&RPPLWWHH�&KDLU�
�/L]�8UEDQ��XUEDQKDZN���#JPDLO�FRP��

Please share this notice with others who might be interested.  Thanks!
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The Golden Eagle Audubon Society publishes The Golden Eagle six times a year.  
�� 3OHDVH�KHOS�XV�VDYH�SDSHU�DQG�PDLOLQJ�FRVWV��LI�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�UHFHLYH�\RXU�QHZVOHWWHU�RQOLQH��VHQG�\RXU�QDPH�DQG�]LS�FRGH�

in an e-mail to membership@goldeneagleaudubon.org.  
�� For membership/subscription information, renewals, or change of address, e-mail membership@goldeneagleaudubon.org. 
�� For newsletter submissions, send an e-mail to Niels S. Nokkentved at sparre47@gmail.com. The deadline for newsletter 

submissions is the second Sunday of the month.  

We invite you to join our organization. Please choose one of the options below:  

-RLQ�WKH�*ROGHQ�(DJOH�$XGXERQ�&KDSWHU�
My membership in the local chapter includes a one-year 
subscription to The Golden Eagle. I understand that my dues 
remain with the local chapter and support its activities. (Local 
membership only.) 
Name:
Address:
&LW\�� � ������������������������6WDWH�� � =LS�� �
(�0DLO���� �������������������������3KRQH�
Ƒ���3OHDVH�HQUROO�PH�LQ�WKH�ORFDO�FKDSWHU�RQO\�IRU�D�FRVW�RI������
Ƒ���3OHDVH�VHQG�P\�QHZVOHWWHU�YLD�H�PDLO��
Ƒ���3OHDVH�PDLO�P\�QHZVOHWWHU�WR�PH��
Ƒ���,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�GRQDWH�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO����BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�
Make check payable to Golden Eagle Audubon Society and mail 
WR��*ROGHQ�(DJOH�$XGXERQ�6RFLHW\��32�%R[�������%RLVH��,'��
83707. 

Join the National Audubon Society
3OHDVH�HQUROO�PH�DV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$XGXERQ�6RFLHW\�
DQG�P\�ORFDO�FKDSWHU��,�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�WKH�$XGXERQ�0DJD]LQH�
and The Golden Eagle. (National membership includes local 
membership.) 
Name:
Address:
&LW\�� � ��������������6WDWH�� � =LS��
(�0DLO�� � � 3KRQH�
Ƒ���,QWURGXFWRU\�RIIHU�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�\HDU�����
Ƒ���6HQLRU�RU�VWXGHQW�RIIHU�IRU�¿UVW�\HDU�����
Make check payable to National Audubon Society and mail to: 
1DWLRQDO�$XGXERQ�6RFLHW\��32�%R[���������3DOP�&RDVW��)/�
32142-2250.

&KDSWHU�&RGH��&�=*���=

The Golden Eagle Audubon Society is southwest Idaho’s chapter of the National Audubon Society. 
*($6�SURPRWHV�HQYLURQPHQWDO�DZDUHQHVV�WKURXJK�¿HOG�WULSV��ORFDO�SURJUDPV�DQG�YROXQWHHU�ZRUN��

3RVW�2I¿FH�%R[�������%RLVH��,GDKR������
www.goldeneagleaudubon.org 

%\�$O�/DUVRQ

$OO�RI�WKH�¿UH�GDPDJHG�QHVW�ER[HV�KDYH�EHHQ�UHSODFHG�RQ�WKH�
3UDLULH�%OXHELUG�7UDLO��

2I�WKRVH����ER[HV�����KDYH�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�XVHG�E\�EOXHELUGV��
one by a house wren, and 11 were still vacant May 31. With 
warm weather in the forecast, most of the remaining boxes should 
show some activity soon.

�1HVWLQJ�DFWLYLW\�DW�3UDLULH�VWDUWHG�RII�IDLUO\�HDUO\��DQG�WKHQ�
FDPH�D�VHULHV�RI�VWRUPV�DQG�FROG�ZHDWKHU��3URGXFWLRQ�VWRSSHG��
Eggs were lost. A few mountain bluebirds managed to save their 
HDUO\�VWDUW��5HFHQWO\�WKLQJV�VHHP�WR�EH�JHWWLQJ�EDFN�RQ�WUDFN��
%LUGV�DUH�EXV\�DJDLQ�

�7KH�2Z\KHH�WUDLO�KDV�EHHQ�PRUH�VXFFHVVIXO��2QH�QHVW�RI�
birds was old enough to band April 25. We’ve been busy banding 
QHVWOLQJV�HYHU\�WULS�VLQFH��2Q�RQH�YHU\�EXV\�GD\��ZH�EDQGHG�����
individuals, nestlings and adult females.

Normally peak banding occurs in the second week of June. 
This Spring we have already banded 430 mountain bluebirds and 
seven western bluebirds mostly before the end of May. With this 
early success there should be a greater number of second broods 
than normal. We shall see.

 A special thanks goes out to all of you who gave your time 
and shared your vehicles to take me out to monitor these nest 
boxes. We all make a great team.

On the Bluebird Trails

$O�/DUVRQ�RQ�WKH�%OXH�%LUG�7UDLO�����Photo by Neil Paprocki-Wildlens Inc.


